
Photoshop: Manipulating Eye Colour Using Layer Masks

Manipulation of eye colour can be very useful when working with photos, whether you simply want to enhance the colour in the eyes, fix red-eye, or create special effects. This technique is not very hard to learn, and for this tutorial I am assuming that you know the very basics i.e. opening the photo. 

1. Open Photoshop.

2. Open the photo you want to work with.

3. Select the elliptical marquee tool.
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4. Using the marquee tool, select an area around either one of the eyes. It doesn’t need to be perfect, and it most likely wont be; we will fix that later. 
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5. In the layer window, click “create new fill or adjustment layer” (the white and black circle on the bottom) and click “hue/saturation”.

      [image: image3.jpg]I - e 5
Gradent

pastern.

Level
Curves.

Color Baance
Brightness Conrast.

Selective Color.
Channe Mixer.
Gradent M.
Photo Fier.

I
Thresnald
Posterize,




6. After you add the hue/saturation layer, a hue/saturation window should pop up. Check the “colorize” box.
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7. Using the Hue, Saturation, and Lightness sliders, you can start to manipulate the colour of the eye. Once you find the right colour, click ok.
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8. Now in the layer window, you might want to play with the opacity settings.
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9. Now we need to clean it up a bit, and make sure that the hue/saturation layer only affects the eye. In the example, the colour is overlapping part of the top eyelid. With layer masks just remember: white is visible, black is invisible. What we want is to erase the bit over the eyelid. Select the paintbrush and make sure you have black paint.
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10.  Now we need to simply paint over the parts that we don’t want i.e. the colour on the eyelid. Once you clean it up, you are pretty much done. Just repeat all these steps for the other eye.
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